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Times and the 


perturbed Face of ('hriſtendome, ' 


wherein 1t can hardly bee 1udged 
whather the D:ftempers or Dangers 


are greater, doe {eeme to inutte the |, 


publication of the ſame. 

It will ſerue to'open the vnder- 
| ſtandings of fober and dupalſs10- 
Aw Rs 


vpon ſome ad- : 


+a Tar EPlsSTULE.' 
_ nate men, that they may deteſt the _ 
 Prattiſes of Fattious Papalmes, and 
_ diſcerne with what impious cun- 
\ ning they adulterate Religion, and 
force her to play a part on the 
Stage of their State-reaſons , and |: - | 

| Temporall intereſts. And this is 
the prime Weapon wherewithall 
they now fight , wluch, when it 


 meeteth with a Conſcience that 1s 


Tender or Simple, it eaſily obtaines 
the conqueſt, becauſe it findes the 
one without Armes, and the other 
without Skill. Hence it ariſeth, 
that the kindely Warmth which 
| Religion 1 1s. wont to communicate 
to mens actions (wherby they me- 
rite the appellation ot Zealous ) 1s. 
by this prepoſterous appliance tur- 
[ned into Flame and Furie, lo that 


ps (like the heare of Fauers ) it no 


nee: 


To Txz: RzaDes. 
longer comforts , but conſumes 
Denotion. 
1 doe notpurpole to blot much 
paper 1n commendation of the As- 
thor . Hee 1s as farre from the de- 
fire, as he 1s from the neede of ſuch 
helpesto Fame . Yet let mee mo- | 
deſtly ſay this little of him ; An /| 
 Ftalian he1s, and a.'Romani/t 1 in Re-/ || 

l1gion , who living neere theſe Mo- | 
tions, and therefore the better able 
to diſtinguiſh the Obliquities of 
them, hath with ſo correct apen, 
and with that 1ndgement and pe- 
netr Sifoared che «1M. Ie 
ng t Teſurts and ſome /other 
Priefts vnder the (arments of Re- 
ligion , as that a more exact Peece 
of this kind 1s hardly any where to 
be found . His name (as his owne_ 


ſilence bids me ) ſhall not by any 
Cur; ofities 


Tn E ErPlsTULE, &c. 
Ci erioſities or (onteftures of mine 
| be raked into ; let him in peace 
 entoy his Prinacie ,and thou the be- 
nefit of his Catbar | It appeares 
that hee was deſirous to doe good, 
not ambitious to receiue honour. 
And in this  qualitie I preſent him. 
ynto thy view with his owne line- 
aments and parts, inhis Entire: -only 
I have apparrelled him in Engle 1/8 
| Clothes. 'Thoumayit now ar-thy. 
_ pleaſure entertaine his acquain- 
 tance,it will notbe the leſſe worthy 
of hee. becauſe i it 1s ealie and ar 
hand, videlle like ſome Diſſeaſo- 
ned Polits, hen dooſt nauſeate at 
Plente , and longeſt onely after 
| a char are hard to come by, or 


forbidden. | 
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ther it be lawfull to beare Armes 


for the ſeruice of a Prince 


that is of a diuers 


RELIGION. 


Q Ertaine ftalian entle- 


= men, who, for the better at- 


{L tainement ofmilitarie skill, 
2ST leruedin the Armie of the 
W> States in the Low Countries, 

—& * did,the Holy weeke laſt paſt 
( which is the weeks of preparation before 


Eaſter ) preſentand proſtrate themſelues be- 
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| The true Schoole 


_ foreaConfeſſurinthetowne ofthe Haghe, that 


ſo they might reueale their ſinnes, and from 
him receive abſolution. Burtthe Prieſ}, that 
was thus by them elected for their Spiritual 


Father, denyed abſolution vito them all. 


Nothing may bee laid to'be light or of . 


ſmall eſtimation , where matter ot Religion 


 andof Conſcienceis handled, but rather to 
| beeheld full of moment and conſideration : 


eſpecially ought thoſe points to bee ſo repu- 
ted , which treate of remi{lion of the tranſ- 
orc{ſions committed againit the Maieſtic of 
God, and of the meanes to receiue ſpirituall 


_ conſolation from the moſtholie Sacraments 


of Penance and Communion, | And certaine it 


1s, that if the Confeſſor ſhall proceed vniuſtly 


| by a pertinacious refuſall of Abſolurion to 


him vnto whom it doth belong , he tyranni- 


| cally vſurpes vpon the Soule,deeply offends. 


the diuineMazcſtic, abuſes the ſpirituall au- 
thoritie comminted vnto him , and doth in- 
tollerably violence the Holy Church and his 
Neighbour. Ce Su, 


Touching this ſucceſle, I being to make an 


aniwere,and to ſhew what i conſonantto di- 


une and humane Reaſon, and conformable 
988K oe | 4 = 


of War arre. 


the holy Cacholike Church,that my proceeding 
may bee with order and clecreneſle ; I hold 


_ that che action of the Confeſſor in refuſ 17:8 


abſolutton to his Ghoſtly Penitents , cannot 


flow but from one of theſe Heads, or from 
many of them in ynion and concurrence to- 


gether. 


I Eirher from 4 ſeruple What theſe 2 "OO .; 


bad vo doe $0 be tn that countrey where they 
' ſerucd as ſouldiers ; which is rhas which 
concerneth the Pen rent. 


2, Or,from the Confeſfor part : for that hee 


had commandement , and 4 preciſe inſtruftion 


[o to do. 


3 Or, inregard the matter it ſelfe doth ſo re- 


quire : becauſe it is not lawful for them,be- 


ing Gentlemen of Italy,to del in the Low 
| Countries, ſubiett : che LL. the States 
of Holland , without continuance it 


fmne. 
4 Or —_ FO” that they as ng 


| totheſacred Thealugie) and tothe Canons of 
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| ly doth perſcuerein his finne, and is perſua- 
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themſelues in a militarie profeſſion; doe 


this conder the banner of the States of . 


Holland againſt the King of Spaine, 
or the Houſe of Auſtria. 1 cannot deuiſe 
_ any other gronnd that the Conteſſor might 
 haue. And wopon every of theſe I will 

very briefely frame my Diſcourſe : to 

" he fabricke whereof I will onely bring 

materials neceſſarie and agreeable to Ca- 

tholicke Doctrine. | 


_ Forthe firſt, Ir is cleereamongit Diuines 
primarily, and then among(t Canoriſts and 
Profeſſors of Caſes of Conſcience , That the er- _ 
rour of the mind, concerning humane aci- 


ons, which judgeth of them finiſterly , and 


15 called an errontous Conſcience , 15 ligatoric : 


whenceit followeth, Thar if thoſe Penitents 
haue before their Confeſſor madeit a matter 
of Conſcience, and haue confeſſed their dwel. 


ling and ſeruing as fouldiers, asa finne, and 


cannot calme and diſpoſſeſſe their Conſci- 
ences of that errour , the Confeſſor might and 
ought by the-rules of Conſcience, to deny 
them ablſolution : becauſe whoſocuer attual- 


ded 


of Warre. 


ded by his Conſcience ( albeit erronious ) 


that hee doth ſinne, and will not abſtaine 


from it, hee may not beabſolued, 

But this cannot be in our Caſe, becauſe it 
is knowne expreſlely , that the Confeſſor was 
he who raiſed the ſcruple in his Penttents , of 
- amatter which they neuer held to be a ſinne: 
 andircame to ſuch termes , that hee denied 
' them the ſpirituall comfort of abſolution,vn- 


lefle they would promiſe to depart from 


thoſe countries, And this is eaſily evicted 
by argument: Forif ithad beene a fcruple 


of the Penitents, it is not probable, that the 


ſame ſhould haue happened vnto them all, 
and after the ſame manner, as thatall ſhould 
frame and fancie to themſelues an incapaci- 
tie of abſolution. And albeit all of them had 


fallen vpon the very fame ſcruple, yet did the | 
Confeſſor know , whether it were aſcruple of 


| reaſon and foundation , or whether it were 
deuoide both of reaſon and ground . Whe- 
ther or no it were reaſonable (hall herafcer be 
_ demonſtrated, and proofe made, that it can+ 
not hold water. If itbe without the ground- 
worke of reaſon, then was he obliged by the 
tyes of Conſcicnce,toinformethem, and to 
Bu procure 
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procure them to lay aſide their errour. Net- 
ther is1t kely that all of them after the ſame 
manner, and as if they had had but one 
braine in common amoneſt them,ſhould re- 
maine incapable of reaſon, andſhould bee 
- ſoobſtinatedin an erronious conlcience,that 
for this reſpe ir ſhould be thought fit to de- 
Nie them after one and the ſame Tenor, the. 
benefit of Confeſton. Moreouer,it would haue 
beene ( as a great Do&or ſaid, but toanother | 
purpoſe)an Afinine ignorance, atd a Hare-like 
tearcfulneſle, if all thoſe Gentlemen, after 
that they had a longtime aduiſed with their 
friends and kindred in their countrie,to im- 
ploy themſeluesin warre,and had deliberat] 
made election of a countric ſo CC we 
ſo much peril] andexpence ( becauſe tis the 
Jearnidit Schoole tor that kind of diſcipline, 
that at this time is in all Europe, yea in the 
Whole world) ſhould all of them as. it were 
by conſent, haue waited together a whole yere 
£0 raiſe a ſcruple of Conſcience of that tenaci- 
tie, that the rational] perſuations of their Spi- 
ritzall Father ſhould not bee able to obtaine 
_ ſomuchypon any one of them, as toremoue 
him from that fancie & to re-cſtate 8& place 
11, oh bm 


__ of Warre, 
him within the boundaries of reaſon . And 
hence it appeaces that this Head is totally 


excluded. LR. 
 Conceraing the ſecond: Iris long lince 


that the Fauourers of the Court of Rome, and 


thoſe thatare dedicated to promotethe Spa- 


niſh Monarchie, did with ſuchſubtiltie, and 
ſo vniwerſally ypon all. aduantages ſerue _ 


their turne with the Prerext of Religion, that 
there is nothing by them left vnattempred, 
where they may with the ſpecious Mantle, 
and couerture of Rel:gion (a way among men 
molt powertul[) bring vnto their part any 
profit, aduance their owne intereſts,and ad- 
vantage themſelues 1n their valt pretentions. 


One way they haue opened, and ſtil] beat ic | 


as muchas may be,and that is this: A cuftome 
hath beene introduced by a neceſlitie of the 


Common good, and by the iuſt and legit- 


mate intereſt of State and good Gouerne- 
_ ment, and by the rules of their owne peculiar 
preſeruations, as it is by all, Lawes moſt war- 


rantable, That many both great & petty Ca- 


tholicke Primces maintaine Embaſſadors, Secre- 
zaries, and other their Miniſters, to bee neere 
thoſe Princes, and Potentates, who, although 
| _ . Chriſtians, 
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The true Schoole | 
Chriſtians , yetare not in ynion withthe Apo- 
 Folike Romane Sea, and doenot yeeld,no not 
10 Spirituall matters, the obedience which it 
deſireth. As ſooneas they vnderſitand that 
an Ambaſſador is choſen , they preſently hunt 
about to know what Prieſt hee intends to 
| take along with him to adminiſter the holy 
Sacraments vnto him in thoſe Countries 
where heis to be imployed; and hauing pe- 
-netrated what he is,they inſtantly aſlaulthim 
with powerful oftersand offices of Joue,with 
largepromiſes and hopes,and(according the 
quality of the perſon) with threats and ter= 
rors of Conſcience, with apparant arguments 
of the ſeruice of God, and of aduancement 
of the Carholike Religion, which is euer theGar- 
'riſon or Centinell, ro warne 8 induce them 

_ toreceiuetheir in{tructions, and ro hold in- 
_ telligence with them; and they are made to . 
proven , and to ſweare too, thatthey will 
ollow their direftions with all care & pun- 
 Qalitie. And as in this manner they infalli= 
bly attempt all, ſo have they happily preuai- 
| led with ſome; 1n ſo much that Embaſſadours 
. thinkingrto carry Prieſts with them, who may 
hauecareof their Soules,and of their Fami- 
| T1 | hes, 


of Warvre. 
lies , haue giuen ſalaries ynto perſons that 
obſerue with all exquilſiteneſle the intereſts 
of the Courts of Rome and Spaine, and do yſu- 
ally tranſmir vnto thoſe Courts, all Relations 
and Reports ; ſo as in ſteede of attending 
on theSoules committed vnto their charge, 
_ they becomethe Prieſts and Prerors of other 
mens ſubiects, tothe no {mall diſtaſt of thoſe 
Princes with whom the Embaſſadours endea- 
uour to preſerue, and, fur the common de-. 
fence, to augmentall good correſpondence. 
. Hence ſpring the continuall douleances of 
- thoſe Princes, that, from ſuch as theſe , their - 
| ſubie&s are debauched in their Allegeance, 
and in their Conſciences contaminated ; that 
from hence Seditionsareraifed, Rebellions 
machinated , Conuenticles and vnlawtull\ 
 Aſlemblies celebrated. And theſe Princes are \ 
| powertully perſuaded, that their care for Re- 
lizion is lealtin their thoughts, which meere- 
ly ferues them for a colour : but thattheir 
reall and true end 1s, to makea muſter and 
take a ſuruey of all perſons malecontented 
with their Gouernement, and of all corre= 
ſpondents with ſtrangers by way gf clande- 
{tine intelligence ; and. ſo vnder this couert 
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to defigne and practiſe againſt the State. And 
they thinke thatthey haue great reaſon to be 
jealous, and ro haue vehement ſuſpition 
thereof ; becaule the greateſt part of Con- 
 fpiracies,Machinations and Rebelltons,haue 
| had their ſpring from the like pretexts and 
| practiſes. And to this purpoſe doe thoſe 
Princes euer record the Leagites in France, 
the attempts vpon the lives of ſu many Prin- 
ces,the Powder-treaſon of E:gland,the reuolt 
of the Yaltellina, and other ſemblable combi- 
nations. Andin this diſcourſe of Chaplains, 
It 1s freſh in memorie, that a certaine Embaſſa- 
 dor thinking to take along with him a Chap- 
| laineof good learning and of great aduiſed= 
 neſle, before he departed from his Countrie, | 
'he had himſo well mannaged and inſtructed 
at all points by the Miniſters of the aboue 
recited Courts, that afterward 10 his charge 
he loſt thename of Chaplaine, and wasin- | 
ueſted with the titles of the Intelligencer and 
Gaxettiſt of Rome and Spaine, And another 
did put his Patron into ſo many diſguiſe- | 
- ments, that it loſt him the name of Embaſſa- | 
dor;and gained him the appellation of Arch- | 
biſhop , whuch yet ſtickes ypon him with the | 


| Nation | 


of Warre. 
| Nation where hee wasimployed . And that 
_ neither Conſcience nor Zeale was the true 
cauſe of rhis, they thinke they haue ſutfici- 
ent proofe, becauſe ſome one of theſe did 
conuert to his owne vie a huge ſumme of 


Donatiues, conſigned ouer ynto him, or by . 


him crafaly extorted, to make an offering in 
the Holy houſe of Loretto. : and that the 
Confeſsions, Reconciliations, and exerciſes 
_ of Religion, were now changed into ſo ordi- 
narie and ſo quotidian procurements of 


wantonneſle, and entertainements of plea- 


ſures, that the ſcandall of theſe defamatorie 
doings is not yet layd or extinguiſhed. 
Whence proceedeth thus i]] iſſue and detri- 
ment, euen to Religion it ſelfe , that whereas 
to the Houſe and Refidence of Embaſſadours, 
a good number of the Catholickes of that 
|  Countrey were accuſtomed to repaire, that 
they might chere partake of Diune Seruice, 
| and rece1ue the. Holy Sacraments after the 
manner of the Church of Rome ; this ſacred 
cultome was as it were vtterly abandoned, 


which tended ſo highly to the ſeruice of - 


God, and honour of the Embaſvie. 
Theſe diſorders haue conſtrained Embaſ- 
' 'C'y| | | ſadours 
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ſedours who are deputed for ſuch Refidences, 
to apply their cogitations and ſolicitouſly to 
proude,thatthe Prie$is aſſumed by them for 
ſuch a charge, ſhould not goe with them but 
vpon reſolution to gouernethemſelues with 
befitting modeſtie, without exceeding their 
limits ; and to further the Seruice of God, 
and aduancement of Carholicke Religion , but 
with Prudence and Moderation. 

And in this I could give many inſtances 
of conſpicuitic and note, thatdiuers Embaſ- | 
ſadours without any diſguſt or giving 1wuſt |. 

ſubiect of complaint haue for certaine | 
-done greater Seruice to the Catholicke Religi- 
on, by the modeſt retirement and moderate 
temper of their Prieſts, than thoſe Bufibodies, 
or as the French haue 1t better , thoſe Remu- | 
ant ſpirits, that out of heat and haſt to doe 
much, haue rather defaced than built. 

And Cenldaltritiin of this may be drawne 

from the good efte&t which hath followed | 
thereupon, and euery day increafeth , that | 
_ without any occaſion of querimony or ex- 
,ception, the ſame or greater concourſe of | 
Catholickes is preſent at the Divine exerciſes | 
of the Catholicke Roman Religion than va be- | 
ore, 


of Warre, 
fore, to the conſiderable aduancement of 
the Service of God and of Religion, which 
ought to be the principall obiet of humane 
actions. £ 
| Iris not improbable that the Confeſſor , of 
whom wee ſpeake, may haue amonelt his 
Inſtruftions this alſo expreſſed , Notto ab- 
ſolue ſuch Jralian Penitents as: reſide inthoſe 
' Countries, For a matter of that impor- 
' ance, as 15 tie excluſion of men from the 
participation of the Sacraments, would not 
bee vndertaken by a priuate Prieſt, without 
| great motiues from abroad ; eſpecually,ſince 
| 1t 15 an action not onely repugnant vnto 
Pictie, bur to Wiſedome allo ;: that when 
with ſo much art, they labour the reduction 
| of any from the Proteſtant vnto the Catho- 
 licke Roman Religion ( of which the belt 
proofe is to bring them to receiue the Sacra- 
ments )they ſhould notwuhſtandingexclude 
thoſe trom the participationof them , who 
from their infancie have made profeſs1on of 
being Carholicks. And put caſe that the 
Prieſt have receiued no ſuch Znſtruflions 
trom 7taly, nor by any letters or faculties, 
(which is the yſuall and cafie way ) yet may 
| OM > he 
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hee bee induced to ſuch a reſolution, in the 
very Low Countries themſelues , becaulc it is 
an indubitable truth, That the Nuntio who 
reſides. 1n Bruxels, doth manage all the 
practiſes appertaining to Religion in the Low 
Countries, and there hee appointeth his Mini- 
ſfters and Emiſſaries,who vnderother preten- 


_ ces and habits, promote that worke , which 


wee call the Conuerſion ynto the Catholike 
Faith, and Proteſtants tearme the Seminaric 
of Scdition againſt the Srare. Neither doth 
the Nuntio want bold and potent inſtru- 


- ments, which are divers diſguiſed and maſ- 


ked Zeſuits, and other Religious perſons 


It was in times paſt an vſe,and the praftiſe 
thereof ſti]l contivueth , That Biſhops, and 


pringipa''s the Pope of Rome, were procu-_ 


rers of many expeditions,ſending Religious 
perſons into Regions inhabited by Infidels, 
with moſt ample Spirituall authority , toab= 


' ſolue trom Caſes reſerued, ro diſpence with 


Vowes, to grant Indulgences and Graces, 
and to doe all that which was neceſlary or 
opportune for the Conuerſion of Infidels to 
the holy Catholicke Faith, or for the corrobo- 


ration 


of Warre. 
ration and comfort of thoſe. belecuers, 

which wereſtil| co bee found in thoſe parts, 
from whence Chriſtian Religion, and the 
free profeſlion thereof had , by che Infidels, 
becne formerly diſcarded. The Sea of Rome 
in times paſt was for the moſt part wont to 
ſteede it lelfe with the endeauours of the 
Mumor obſeruant Fryers ; concerning whom, 
we may reade in ſundrie Bapall Conſtitutions, 
the Priuiledges and ample Conceſſions 
which they Ke, with power allo to create 
titular Paſtors. of thole Countries where 
they did exercile the workes of ſo much de- 
uotion. But after, the Fathers the Jeſuits 
grew great; and beſides, the fourth Vow 
(which ſpecially concerneth Miſſions) rooke 
into their ſecret Tnſtitutions a particularitic | 
of their owne, to receiue power to lay aſide 
their habits , a” to take thoſe whereunto 
they had the greateſt fancie; ſo that they 
could metamorphile themſelues into Soul- 
diers, Marchants , Courtiers, and into any 
other Trade or Profeſſion, and counterfeit 
themſelues to' bee of any Sect or Religion, 
Gentile , Turks, Jew, Hereticke , or any other 


which they ſhould conceive propitious ynto 
i the 
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the ends that they propoſe vnto themſelues 
( fo that from henceit might bee, that Farther 
Aio ſayd, Ieſuita et omnis homo ) the Miſions 
forthe moſt part(eſpecially in the Countries 
where Proteſtants doe rule) conſiſted of 1e- 
ſuits , who leaue vnto. other Religious Orders 
onely thoſe. Miſions where there is the ſlen- 
Jeref hope of gaine , and the greateſt feare 
of danger. And theſe ſwarme oner Eng- 
land, Germany, and indeed cuery where, and 
now lately more than ever, ſince the eret- 
on of the new Congregation i in Rome, which 1s 
conſpicuous alreadie both tor the greatneſle 
* of their riches, and for the multitude ot Mi-" 
niſtersto be imployed by them : andit goeth 
vnder the title De propaganda Fide. Otthele 
Finch as are ſent into the Low Countries, be- 
fides the Inſtruttions which they carry along 
. with them from Rowe and from their Supe- 
ri0urs , receiue alſo directions from the Se 
Nuntio reſident at Bruxells . Whence 

may be certainly conceiued, that this Confeſ 
ſor had ſomeſuch commands laid vpon him, 
and ſuch like ſeedes ſowne into him , from 
whence theſe fruits doe grow, which "ER ſo 


O_— diſturbed the Conlciences of thole 


Gentlemen 
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denlemnn , that did lo little expectin this 
kind to bee diſquieted. Theretore as the 
introduction of theſe Miſions had in their 
originethe reſpe of Deuotionand Zeale of 
Religion, for their motive and princlpall ob- 
ie&, together witha burning deſire to con-. 
ierrand ſaueSoules, ſo 15s 1t{ure that atter- 
ward they degenerated into humane affeQi- 
ons and 1nterreſts - and theſe expeditions 
haue onely ſerued to ſpie 1nto Temporall Go- 
uernements , into the ſtrength of States, into 
the fations of Countries , into the deficien- 
cies of Policie, into the wayes and meanes 
| how to debilitate Gouernement, how to _ 
ſow cluile Diſcord , how to diminiſh there- 
purtation of Princes, orto bring it into con- 
tempt, how to corrupt and entice from 
them their Souldiers of account and con- 
duct : Nay, they are paſſed on fo farre, as to 
blowe the coales of Sedition, to foment the 
Malecontents, to make ſet. and formall 
leagues againſt Princes, to manage Conſpira- 
cies, & other like ſcandalous ations, which 
haue ſo foulely denigrated the beautic of 
theſe holy Miſfions, that they haue made 
chem to bee eſteemed no better than the 
D TT 
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| ſending forth of Bloody, Trecherous, and 
Infidiarie perſons , and haue cauſed them to 
bee branded by the Aduerſaries with thoſe | 
abhominable attributes which Saint Paulin 
his Epiſtle to the Romanes-in the end of the 
firſt Chapter doth accumulate on thoſe that 
areof a reprobate minde, Yea the Catho- 


likes themſelves have beene oreatly aſhamed 


_ of the villanies that are ſprung from theſe 
'moderne Miſions. And although the fruit 
of ſuch deteſtable ſeede is in theſe dayes but 

roo rife and plentifull , yet now that the war 

15 kindled againſt the Proteſtants, the fertili- 
tie1s much greater than formerly 1t was. So 

_ 'that-at this preſent when fo formidable a 

watre. is waged againſt the States of the Low 

Countries by the King of Spaine, no maruell 

if the Emiſſaries of the Popes Nuntio in Bruxels 

( who ſwarme in diſguiſes through thoſe 

Prouinces) doc itraine a point beyond their 

vſuall manner. To this ought the Confeſſor 

to have had ſome regard, and by conſidering, 
that hee was thus {tritly appointed, Notto 
adminiſter abſolution to thoſe that fought 
| forthe defence of the Holanders ; he ſhould 
thence haue inferred, That the Catholick Reli- 

13 gion 


of Warre. 
gion was the pretext onely ; but the endis 
the intereſt of faftions, the which haue no- 
thing to doe with Religion; neither haue the 
Antients euer taught that it ſhould by ſuch 
' meanes bee awpliated;, Further, hee oughe 
to haue takeninto conſideration, that hee is 
| Not depending on the authoritie of the 
Nuntio, or of any deputed from him that 15 
not his Ordinarie: netther doth hee receive | 
authoritie from him to heare Coxfeſſons, and 
that theſe fecret 1uglings are odious before. 
God, and that it is an adulterated Zeale 
which vnder the mantle of Religion coue- 
reth humane paſſions and ends. And it 
| would bee too greatan inconuenience, that 
When Embaſſadours and their Families ( as 
good Authours doe maintaine ) are not af-_ 
| ſubiected to Princes wherethey reſide, but 
by the Law of Nations are exempt and free, 
and onely owe ſubmiſſion vnto their natu- 
rall Lords, yet hee which attendeth them 
tor the adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
ſhould take law from one that is an Alien 
to, that Countrey, yea and ſerueth ſuch a 
| Prince as maketh warre againit it, Who 
can doubt, but that ſuch a one will trie to doe 
os D ij: | FR. 
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all the miſchiefe hee is able, eſpecially by 
disbanding the ſouldiers| that ſerue the 
| Other ſide, as isapparanrt inthis very Caſe? 
yet it cannot without horror be conceived, 
| howgreat an iniurie is done to the Maieſtie 
of God,and to Religion, to makeirt like vnto 

Meduſas Head, a Bug-beare to ſcare and in- 
timidate mens Conlſciences, for ends meere- 
ly mundane, and peraduenture for deſignes 
that taſt of tyranny and injuſtice , as to ſeiſe 
vpon and take away Countries from thoſe 
perſons vnto whom God hath giuen them. 


——_— JF 


.. For concluſion then of this Head, it was not 


Tuſtice, and itis contrarieto Religion, that 
' the Confeſſor did follow the directions of a 
profeſſed enemie to thoſe States by vertue 
of a blind obedience : and hee ought nor 
ro haue done ſo notorious a wrong and in- 
1urie to thoſe Gentlemen, without exami- 
ning firſt, Whether it were iuſtor yniuſt to 
| denie ſuch a Penitenz, abſolution, For I 
would ſee greatand euident reaſon, before 
I would exclude any man from the parti- 
cipation of the Sacraments, which is a bond 
of gricuous preludice. And, as Saint Te-. 
rome Wrues , PrieSts ought not to put on a Pha- 
HE riſaicall 


of Warre. 


riſaicall fupercitiouſneſſe, as if it lay in their 
power tobindeand looſe, but they are to confi 
der the Conſcience of the Penitent, and the merite 
af the Cauſe . So that you ſce,all is reduced 
to therwo laſt Heads, which remaine to bee 


examined , becauſe in them lyeth the pyth 


and point of the cauſe, Of which: _ 
The third 1s , Whether the Confeſſor had 
iuſt cauſe to denie theſe Gentlemen abſoluti- 
on for this reſpe&, That they could not liue 
in the Low Countries without ſinne, as beeing 


to conuerſe with thoſe who acknowledge 
not the Pope of Rome for Head of the Church, 


and refuſe to yeeld vato him obedience;and, 
For that there is not in thoſe parts,the pub- 
like exerciſe of the Catholick Romane Religion. 

This reaſon in times paſt would haue re- 
cetued no ſhew or colour, but now,ſome 
ſhadow of doubt may bee put, ſince that 
Clement the eight tooke on him to bee the 
fir{tthat ever made any ſtep and pretention 
in this matter. Forinthe yeare159y, hee 
publiſhed a Conſtitution , That no Italian 
ſhouldor ought to goe for any cauſe what- 
ſocuer , no not for trafhcking and marchan- 
diſe, to any place where there was not a Pa- 
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rochiall Prieſt anda publike Church where- 
. m the Romaneſeruice was celebrated, except 


| hefirſt ſhould obtaine leaue from the holy 
Otfice of the Inquifition or from the Ordina- 


168, binding alſo thoſe that ſhould travel] 


' with ſuch licences, to ſend yearely to the 1y- 
quifitors, letters of authenticall credence,that 
they had confeſſed and communicated. 
Peraduenture this might bee the cauſe why 
the Confeſſor, and he who mannaged him,did 
deale ſoroughly with their Penitents, =. 

But withall you muſt know , that this P4-- 
pall Conſtitution was neuer entertained or put 
in execution by any Prince, but contrariwiſe 
totally excluded as it it had neuer bin ordai- 


{ ned. Andto confirme this, it is the recejued 


Poſition of Canoniſts and Ciuilians , and of the 
Popes themlelues, and it is a Doctrine alſo 
conſonant both to Diuinitie & Nature, That 
all humane poſitive Lawes ( vnder which 
kind no Catholick Doctor doth denie that 
ſuch like Conſtirntions are comprehended ; 
neither can he, vnleſſe he will make a man a 
God, nay aboue God) are iuſt ſo much in 
forceastheyarein vie, and by not beeing 

receiued, or by an application of them vnto a 
| _ contraric 
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 contrarie yſe, they loole all their vertue akli- 
gatorie, and are as if they had neuer beene 
| ded” Andit it ſhould bee otherwiſe, 
there would bee nothing but confuſion in 
 Gouernement, and deſtruction of good 
Policic : and Popes ſhould not onely bee 


Patrons of all States and Dominions,and Lords 


of all matters of Tudicature, and of all Tribu- 
nals, but the very facultie and meanes to 
thinke of any queſtion, would bee idle and 
out of vie: torwhat matter 1s there, that the 
Popes in ſome paſt agestill now, haue not 
themſelues decreed, or elfe commanded 


their drier > But Iuriſdiction 15 


not acquired by commaundements, but by 


commandingiuſtly , and by beingobeyed. - 


So that no foundation muſt bee layd on this 
Conſlicution , which was abortive in the birth, 


reiected in the firſt beginning , oppoſed by 


all, receined by none ; and by the Declara- 
7708 of ſome Princes againſt the very Pope 
that made it., it 15 a parant that it ought not 
to bereceiued: ſo thatit hath had no obſer- 
uation at all , but hath remained as it it had 
not beene nds; . and that with the know- 
| Tedgeof the Ecclef taſlicks , and of the Popes 


them- 
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madeir. 
Andſoitoughtto bee i in reaſon , becauſe 


the Pope extended his power to the reltrii- 


on and confinement of that libertie which 
God and Nature, all Lawes diuineand hu- 
mane, and the pracilſe 1n the generall courſe 
of ' all times f rom the beginning of the 
World vntill the yeare 1595, haue giuen and 


_ granted vynto the Faithfull. Whoſocuer 


hath any inſight into the Sacred Stories, 
knowesthat after the Creation of the world, 


| there was adiuition of Religion in the very 
| ſonnesof Adam, and that ſome worſhipped 


thetrue God with pure and lawtull Adora- 


| tion,as was requiſite ; others became Idola- 


ters, and yethe will not finde that the Faith- 


' full(Iſpeak not of the ſeparation of Nations, * 


but of particular diviſicns, for that was a 
Caſe reſerued to God alorie) euer received 
prohibition to inhabit thoſe places where 
men of - oro Religion did dwell, 
but the true worth ippers of God did al- 
waies enioy the freedom of going, [taying,8: 


dwelling there where their beſt commoditie 
did1 invite them. "The ſame is obſerued to 


hauc 


of Warre. 
have continued all the while thatthe Jewes 
\, did dwell amongſt the Gentiles and inthe 
cities of Jdolaters, as ſerued beſt for their 
eaſeand purpoſe. And this remained con- 


ſtant and vninterrupted, vntill the comming - 


of our Lord into the World, 1n which tim 
it apapereth by the Scripture of the New 
TeStament , "That the true Belecuers, which 
then were the Hebrewes, were diſperſed and 
ſcattered in the Countries of Afia , Aﬀricke, 
Europe , and dwelt in Rome itſelfe. Andin 
thoſe dayes there was amongſt the Jewes a 
Set called inthe Goſpel, The Hereſie of the 
Saduces ; who denied that there were any 
ſpirituall Creatures , or Angells, or Soules, 
or Reſurrection of the dead ; and yet they 
dwelt with the reſt, and they with them : 
neither did' any then euer pretend to re- 
prooue this libertie, or to prohibit men 
from going or abiding where they them- 
ſelues beſt liked. SHE = 

And after the publication of the Holy 
Goſpel,the ſame libertic remained in all ages, 
neither ſhall you find that euer any did pre= 
tend to the contrarie, vntill Clement the eighy. 
And yet there were in the Church ſo maty 
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; Sets Diviſions and Hereſfies, of hat Dower 

as that they filled whole Cues, Countries, 

Kingdomes and Empires ; Witneſle the 
Arians1n particular , who ſcemed to haue ta- 


ken poſleſſion of the whole Earth, in ſo 


much as Zerome with great bitterneſſe fayd of _ 


them, That the World was amaſcd to finds 
it ſelte turned Arian. And theſe with the 
- Princes. of this Se& held the Eaſterne Em- 
pire, Africke, andagreat part of Italy ; and 
yet it will not bee proued that ever it was 
endeauoured , that the libertic of Catholicks 
ſhould bee taken from them , ſo that they 
might not trauell, abide, inhabit , or traffike 
whereitſhould ſeeme belt vnto them, And 
if there appeared danger. to any particular 
man,to himin particular did they apply ad- 
 monitions and perſuaſions by their triends 
and ghoſtly Fathers, but never durſt they 
forme a general] Command for the people 
of a whole Nation ; and of this there can be 
no example alleadged. But you will finde 
the Apoſtolicall Dodtrine of Saint Paul, to the 
contrarie ;that,if of two ioyned together, the 
| oneſhall be aBeleeuer, and the other an 7#- 
| fidell, and this ſhall conſent to live withthe 


Belecuer, 


_ of Warre. 


Beleeuer , let the Beleener live with him, and 
not abandon him. And thereupori the 
Canoniſts haue framed a Rule, with this ex- 
ception onely , That the ſeperation is com- 
manded then meerely , when they cannot 
Cohabit without iniurie vnto the Creator. 
And this Rule will by reaſon of this reſtrii- 
on, ſo much the more ſerue for our purpoſe. 
The Cannons of ſeperating a mans ſelfetrom 
| heretical| or excommunicate perſons, doc 
| likewiſe make for onr Caſe ; becauſe it 1s one 
| thing to abſtatne from the conuerſation of a 
particular perſon that 1s cenſured by the 
Church, and another thing notto remaie in 
a Countrey that is diverſe in Faith fromi'vs : 
for ſo, that which is done againſt an Here- 
ticke in fauour of Region, might be turned 
_ to the disfauourand diſaduantage of the: li- 
bertie of a Beleeuer and aCatholicke ; concer- 
ning whom, none will ſay that he cannot ſo 
dwell without an 1niury done to the Creator: 
For otherwiſe all the Carholickes of England, 
7reland, and Scotland, and of other King- 
domes too, ſhould bee bound toauoid tizeir 
Countries. : ro” 
And therefore to goe, to ſtay, to inhabte, 
ES. ro 
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to trafficke, and toſerue in war are all ciuile 
aRtions,and not ſpirituall. And if any could 


or ought to frame commaundements on 
them, itisan office that belongs to Secular 
Princes, vato which the Ecclefiaſtickes can 
make no pretenfion, voleſlethey will arbt- 
trarily vturpe vpon others authority, with- 
out'Law or Scripture , nay rather againſt all 
Law and Scripture. TT 
But in the meane time,all the other coun- 
tries of Chriſtendome doe enioy this free- 
dome, ſo that neither Pope nor Prelate for- 


| bids the Spamards , French , Germanes , nor 


Polackes, that are Catholicke, to goe and abide 


| Where they will ; whatreafon then is there 


that onely 7ralians ſhould inde worle Con- 
ditions, and that this bondage ſhould bee 
impoſed on them alone? Either this matter 
concernes Saluation, or no; if it doenor, 
why then ſhould the Ecclefiaſticks thruſt 


their ſickle into other mens corne? If it con- 


 cerne Saluation, in this,neither the Scriprures 


nor holy Apoſtles, euer knew diſtinRion of 
Nations or people. Neither would they 
RoW giue authoritie ynto any Ecclefiaſticke 
co make decrcesin the ike matter, although 

i in 


of Warre. 
in ſomeſort it might bee thought expedient 
and conducing to ſaluation. For the Caxo- 
niſts themſelues , who giue power to the 
Prelate 1ndiredtly in temporall things, haue 


not yet darcd to paſſe further, exceptas the 


power in Temporals concerneth faluation, 


out of nece{Ittie onely, and notout of con- 


gruitie, or for bettering the ſtate of Salua- 
tion, For otherwiſe Ecclefiaſticks mightin 
all things command abſolutely : as, it may 
| bee, they might thinker profitable for the 
ſaluation of many perſons, that ſome ſhould 
build Churches, others ſhould giue all they 
haue vnto the poore ; that ſome ſhould nor 
marry, that others ſhould beeclad rather af- 
ter one faſhion than another, that ſome 
ſhould leaue marchandiſing, that a Prince 
ſhould renounce his Kingdome and rurne: 
private man, that others ſhould lay afide the 
art wluch they profeſte. And by this meanes 


would they b2come the abſolute Majlers of 
all wealth and of allSrates ; and , which is - 


more, of the very thonghts. Bur it the 1n- 
diredt cannot bee meant, vnleſle it bee for 
| theneceſſitie of the Spirituall, it will lye on 
him who. pretends to giueſuch commands, 
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to ſhew how this reſtraint of the Italian Nu- 
ctiog onely , 15 neceflary to ſaluation, and not _ 
i: af others too ; and why Italians alone can- 

| not attaine to their faluation if they dwellin 
 ſuchlike Countries : and if icreally bee an 
| impediment to aluation, how! may 1t bee ta- 
 kenaway by apeece of paper thar containes 
the Licence which they are |to carry with - 
them ? Beſides, if Superiors doe ſend Prieſts 
into the Proteſtant Countries, that vnder 
other ſhewes, they may adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments vnto ſuch,as albeit they live vnder Pro- 
teſtant Princes , are ibewihltlalling.in Reli- 
gion Catholicks , doe they not thereby con- 
 ceiueand approue, that ſaluation may there 
bee had without abandoning thoſe Coun- 
'tries ? If ſo, then may Italians obtaine the 
| like, and that with leſle impediment, be- 
cauſe they beeing ſtrangers may lawfully 
make publike profeſſion in the Houſes of - 
- Embaſſadors, of the exerciſe of Catholicke Re- 
ligion : ſo that the Prieſt cannot hereupon 
 conſtraine them to depart from thence, 2l- 
though hee ſhould iudge it to be morecom- 
 modious for them to liue in Italy. There- 
fore aSit bath peers (hewed, neceſlitic % ly 
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doth grant ynto them indire& authority in 


Temporals, even by the opinion of the Cano- 
#iſts; otherwiſe, if it ſhould bee1udged bet- 
ter for Catholick Religion, That the Pope ſhould 
n Temporals bge inveſted with the King- 
domes of France, Spaine, and Germany ; they 
might ordaine that thoſe Countries ſhould, 
by. the renunciation of the poſſident Princes, 
be delivered vp vnto him. And wee ſee 
that our Bleſſed Sautour himſelfe would haue 


things that are not neceſlary, but only profi- 


table & helpfull to laluation.left to Counlell, 
& not circumſcribed in precepts, How much 
leſle then can Ecclefiaſtickes- vie their power 
in Temporall matters, when there isno ne= 
 ceſlitie thereof , but onely becauſe it may 
peraduentureconduce vnto ſaluation ? And 


1n this caſe leaſt of all, becauſe weynder- 


itand not for what ſuch power may bee 
profitable,vnleſſe it bee for the aduancement 


_ of the intereſts of their temporall Greatneſle. 


And this difference touching Jralians, which 
cannot indeed bee admitted in temporall 
matters, 11 Which Saint Paul knew no diver- 
ſitie of Iew, Greeke,or Barbarian,hath beene 
found out by ſome ſhrewd and experienced 


braines, 7 
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braines, who by obſeruation of former 
times, and comparing them with this, know | 
that the Ecclefiaſtickes haue mightily dimi- 
niſhed their authority in Tramontane Coun- 
tries, and therefore doe procurein Italy in- 
tenſiuely, that which hath extenſively beene © 
loit in other places ; and to this end they 
imploy all their art and force, and draw 
euery matter to the head of Spiricualitic or 
Religion. Vnto this, Soueraigne Princes ought = 
to haue great regard, as they haue had by the 


_ excluſion and inobſeruance of the "Sex 


_- | Conſtitution, Notwithſtandipg which , the 


Tralians who arc ſubicRsto the ler renoW- 
| ned Republicke, to the Dukes of Sauoy and 
Tuſcany, doe repaire where they ſee pf? for 
matter of marchandiſe, and for any other 
. concernement that belongs vnto' them, 
They frequent England, Germany, and Cities 
thatareſubie& to ProteStant Princes , and all 
places elſe whereunto their intereſts doe 
 drawthem. And therefore it is lawfull by 

. anyniverſall conſent of all Catholicke States, 
to perfiſt in that libertie which God and Na- 

| ture haue granted, and which is indepen- 
dent of the will of Ecclgnfrekes, as being a 
| matter 


| of Warre. 


marter that toucherh not ſpirituall Salvation, 


at the leaſt not by a neceſlary connexion. 
 Butthe1mwportance of this ation requi- 


reth further conſideration , becauſe the of-_ 


fences of Princesare of greater moment than 
the faults of private perſons. ' And this at- 
tempt is a beginning of notable vſurpation 
and perturbance in ciuile Gouernement. 
Foritisto be held as a conſtant Tenet ( as al- 


ready wee haue touched) that where any 


matter is handled concerning the faluation 
of Soules, in which the Ecclefiaſticall Prelate 
hath authority to make orders 8 to com- 
mand, there can no diſtin&tion or difference 


of perſons bee admitted. And therefore 


Pope Clement the eight in the Conſtitutions a- 
 forefayd, commands in generall without 
cxception cither of Perſons or Cauſes, That 


none without licence of the ordinary Inqui= 
 Frors ſhould preſume to go into ſuch parts, 


wherethere is not a publike Church,Prieſ#,8 
exerciſe of the Romiſh Rites and Seruice, So 
that by vertue of this Conſtitution, a Prince 
ſhould notſend Embaſſadors ordinary or ex- 
traordinary intothe Countries that are held 
| by Potentates diuided from the Sea of Rome. 
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* And if an occurrence or Caſe ſhould hap- 


pen, that outof the emergency of Reaſon, 


-or out of nece{line of good Gouernement, 
 itſhould beeheld expedient to ſend er 


perſon to a& ſome negotiations, which it 
were Inconuentent that the Eccleſcastickes 
ſhould know , yet notwithſtanding , all 


mult bee. # 8 Il vnto him, or men muſt 


tall into cenfures, and bee made obnoxious 
vntothe Inquiſition, Theſe inconveniences 
are ſocleere and ſo vſual| , thatthey doe ſuf 


 ficiently declare the. apparancy of the vſur- 
pation. Andit would be too great an ad- 


uantage, that the Pope and Spaine may ( as 
dayly they doe , and examples hereof are 
actually practiſed )) ſend into thee Countries 
of 16d phi (where there is publikely,nei- 


| ther Romiſh Chtrch nor Prieſt ) Jeſuits, and - 


ſome of other Religious Orders in diſguiſe, 
and in moreprivatereſtriction too, whether 
for buſineſle, or tor guile, or for explorati- 
on., euery man ſpeaketh after his owne fan- 
cie,, and that it ſhould bee volawfull for 


' other Frinces to ſend any, perſon without 


their leaue orknowledge, Andin the Le- 
vant £00 , where the yery Soule of trafficke 
| breathes. 
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breathes R thereis ſcarce a place convenient. 


for trading,that hath the benefit of a publike 
Church : fo that here likewiſe, if T Rule 
ſhould hold, there is no abiding without 
licence. Andif Princes mult in their i inter- 
reſts depend thus on others, and ſubmitthe 


ground-worke of good Goucrnement, and 


the necefItte of their defence and prelerua- 
tion to other mensends and arburrements, 

they are no longer abſolute Princes, and 
farewell Soueraignetie, if it beonce brought 


to ſuch a deſcent, as to render 4n account 


vnto any bur to God, and to recetue Laws of 
what it ought to doe ,ornotto doe,from any 
power but1 Diuine. 

Bur #t exceedes all beleefe _ Chriſtian 
charitie, to obſerue the courſe which hath 
bin taken with theſe Gentlemen, The time 
comes thata Gentleman, out of compun&i- 
on for his ſinnes , goes to reconcile himſelfe 
to God by Confeſſion , and then 15 hee 1ntrea- 
ted with ſuch ſtrange and intol[erable rigor, 
that the {pirituall comfort of abſolution 1s 

denied him, And yct we are 1mpatient to 
heare it maintained by ſuch as are ſeperated 


from the Church of Rome, That Confeſfton is 


F 1 | become 
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become the very path through which (in 


ſteede of comforting mens Soules ) the in- 
terreſts of the Courts of Rome and Spaine are 
conueyed , to.the detriment and diſaduan- 
rage of other Potentates ; and thatit is diſtor- 


_ redfrom he original! and pure Infticution, 

and madeto pry into mens ations, to. de- 

 bauchtheallegeance of ſubiets, to inſtill 
_ affteQions, to "augment partialities and i= 


dings, and fuch like things as theſe. 
By all this thathath becne ſayd, I remaine 
fixt in my iudgement, andit is fufficienty 
rooued, That if the Confeſſor haue denied 
fs Penitents abſolution , onely becauſe they 


are in a Countrey which is ſeperated from 


the obedience of the Pope of Rome ; he hath 
done wrong vnto his Penitent, and abuſed 


Confeſſion : and if hee haue Unethis by the - 
command of any perſon whatſocuer , that 


- commaundement is vniuſt and yalawfull, 
_ trenching, by vſurpation,vpon the athocide 


of others, and is actively ſcandalous in abu- 
ſing ſpirirvall authority to compaſle ends 
that are pureiy mundane. | 

So that the cauſe which may bee preten- 


ded, can bee no —_— that which is in 
'- the 


| of Warre. 


the Fourth Head propounded ; that is, Be- 
cauſe they profeſle to march in the Army of 
the LL. the States of Holland, againſt the Ca- 
tholicke King. And this cannot in our Cafs 
ariſe but from two Heads : Either for that it 
is not lawtull for Catholickes to take armes 


abſolutely in favour of ſuch as the Church of 


Romeaccounts Heretickes, or becauſe the war 
which they mannage is yniult. And theſe 
ewo Heads will eaſily rec1ue their diſcuſſion. 
Touching the farit, it will be neceſlarie to 
alleage the common Doctrine of CAulians, 
which in matter of defence,ayde, or ſuppor- 
ting of Heretickes,is voide ot all contradicti- 


on, by diſtinguſhing that a man may fauour 


or defend Heretickes two manner of wayes, 


either formally,or not formally. A formal] 


fauouring or defending of Heretikes is (to 
vie the very words of a Ciuilian and a leſuit, 
which in this ſubie&t may ſtand for a thou- 
ſan witneſſes ) when a man doth afiſt and 


fauour Heretickes , either becauſe they pro-_ 


feſle ſuch and ſuch hereticall Dodtrines, or 
when aydis lent out of relation and order 
ynto Dodtrines that are hereticall, to the 
_ end that Hererickes may teach- or defend 


F iy them. 
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them, Not formall,is when the cauſe which 
mooueth a man to giue fauour, ayde, or de- 
fence, is not herefie, but friendſhip, kindred, 
gratitude, goodneſle of nature, want or ne- 
_ ceſlitie of helpe, orthe like, And here-_ 
upon they decree , That the| Cannon Lawes 
and Papall Conſtitutions, yea euen thoſe which 
concerne the Lords Supper , which are the 
molt rigorous that Church-men could: euer 
Invent, ought onely to be ynderſtood of the 
 firlt part, when rhe reſpe& andmotiue_ 
is Herefie or falſe Do&rine , and not of the 
ſecond. - Nor can lawes Penall or Papall re- 
 celue ſuch latitude and extenſion, for that 
would beea flat prohibition of all offices of 
| humanitic and of good workes ; and apre- 


-. cept yniuſt and tyrannicall , that 1s not of 


validitic totyeany man. ' To apply this vn- 
to our purpoſe , ic being ſo, that the onely 
and true cauſe why theſe gentlemen ſerued 
ynder the States of Holland, was a meere in- 
tent to learne the art of Warre ynder that 
Captaine vato whome without controuerſie 
all the Commanders of ourtime mult giue 
place , without bauing relation or :regard 
vntothe Doctrine and Religion PR in 

| Wh: _. thoſe 


of Warre, 


thoſe Countries; Nay, 1: appearing in fac, 


in that they preſented themſe]ues to Confeſ- 


ſion ar the time appointed by the Biſhops of 


Rome ; That they perſeuered inthe Carholicke 
Romane Religion ; neither doe they tauour or 
fight out of reſpe& ofthe Religion that difa- 
_ greeth from the Romane Faith, And it cleere- 

ly alſo appearing, asI prove by thedocrine 
of the Canoniſts , who attribute vnto the Ec+ 


clefiaſtickes all that they can, certainely more 


than they ſhould, That theſe genti'emen haue 
not in this cale committed any ſ(inne , much 
leſle a crime 1nexpiable. How then could 
the Confeſſor denie them abſolution, without 
maniteit wrong , and vnleſſe hee abuſed Con- 
 feſſionto (erue politike and indiret ends ? 
_ And here twill not bee befides the pur- 
' pole., to recount two Maſter-defignes hid 
vnder this practiſe, the one from Spaire, the 
other from the Eccleſiaſtickes, who indeede 
walke hand in hand with them. The Spa- 
niards as it appeares by letters from many 
Italian Caualiers that ſerue in the warres yn- 


der their Standart againſt the States, hauea 


purpoſe and cuſtome to require an oath 
from all thoſe that will ſerue vnder them, 


That 
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thatthey (bal never ſerue without their leaue 
againſt the Houſe of Auſtria ; and whoſocuer 
receiues from them any Militarie charge or 
honor , mult take this oath irrefragably and 
without exception . If then they ſhall bee 


able to gaine this other point alſo, by the 


| way of Confeſſion 8 mantle of Religion, That 
none ſhall paſle to fight in the Campes of 
Proteſtants;the conſequence will follow, that 
there ſhall bee none which ſfeeketh to attaine 
co Milicarie ſcience, who withall ſhall not be 
by oath oblieged to the Houſe of Auſtria; yea, 
_ although ir bee againſt cheir naturall Soue- 
raigne. For the World 1s notſointhein- 
fancie and cradle, but that by a ſurucigh 
of the preſent face of Europe, it can eafily 
preſage, That there cannot be a war, which 
either in the beginning 1s not betweene Ca- 
 tholickes and Proteſtants ,.or 1n the progreſle 
will not become ſo. And in this period 
- ſtands the true ſtate of matters at this pre- 
ſent:inſo much as other Catholick Princes, ci- 
ther can haue no ſubie& that hath ſeene the 
wars, or if they haue any,they muſt be ſuch 
whoſe fideliltie they haue reaſon to ſuſpe. 
Andthis 1s one of the weighticit and moſt 


important 


_ of Warre. 
important conſiderations, that moues many 
Ftalian Caualiers to militate in the warres of 
Holland, there becing none any other-where 
amoneglt Romane Catholickes? | 

The other de{ligne which is peculiar to the 
Ecclefiaſtickes,1s,yet of more importance, on. 
which without queſtion they fixe their eyes, 
albeit they dare noras yctto diſcouerit, Bur 
with certaine taſtsand beginnings, they let 
ſome men a little to ynderſtand 1t, who by 
obſeruation of their drifts, doe know with 
what artifice they haue ſo farre incroached 
ypon the power of others, vader fained 
pretexts of Religion, and how they cheate 
ypon the ſimplicity of Princes, and preuatle 
by the power of Religion vpon the people. 
Tf it bee a finnein priuate men,ſufficiene to 
exclude them from theparticipation of the * 
Sacraments , to take armes in fauour of thoſe 
whigh obey not the Pope ; how much greater 
an offence is it in Princes, who make'defen- 
fave Leagues with them,and contribute mo- 
ney vntothem, or ſend them militarie aſl1- 
{tance, Thus is the ſecret and the Center to. 
which. all theſe lynes are direted. Butas 
yet it is an attempt too difficule, neither 1s 
| G the 
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the mattes yet fitted nba; ian} It is 
an Embryo that ripens by little and little, 
and waites the good houre for the diſcloſe & 
delivery, Iris true, that in their diſcourſes 

_ they will giue you ſometouchesof it, and 

being Patrons of the Preſſe, they cauſc ſome 

of their Confidents to print ſome. ſentences 
tending that way;but yet they hauc not deſ- 
cended to decree that ſuch Confederations 
 & ſuccours, which are madethrougha neceſ- 

i {ity of a mans owne preſeruation, are vtterly 

vnlawfull. They know full well that the 

_ KingsofSpuine doe notholditafinneto con- 

' tribute mony vnder-hand to thoſe of the Re- 
formation in France, that whileſt warre is 
kindledin thatkingdome, they may other- 
whereoppreſle minor Princes, with the grea- 

' _tereaſe and conueniencie. Neither doethe 

Nuntios themſelues diſdaine ro be made the 

Miniſters and meanes of ſuch charitable 
_ ends. They are notignorant that the crowne = 

F __ © of Francehath fora long time entred into 

I. league with the Proteſtant Switzers,with mu» 

1 tuallarticles of defence; with the Griſon Pro- 

teſtants of Rhetia, vato whom that Crowne is 

to glue ayde ordinary and extraordinary, 
Contra 
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Contra quoſcunque:yea againlt Catholicks them= 
ſelues that ſhall muadethem, or give them 
diſturbance ; thatit hath contraced antient 
allyance and confederation with the Prote- 
ſtants of Germany , and that it maintaines a 


Garriſon payd, and giues beſides an annuall 


fſumme of money of twenty fiue thouſand 
 Crovnes to the Common wealth of Geneua, 
that ic might bee enabled to detend icſelte, 
and hkewiſe hath defended the ſame againſt 
Sauoy and Spaine , who are Catholicke Princes, 
as often asthey haueattempted to make war 
againſtic. And from the beginning of the 
warres in the Low Countries to this preſent 
time, the moſt Chritian Kings haue euer de- 


fended the States of Holland, and maintained 


Regiments of foote at their owne charge and 
pay, without intermilion , which they doe 
{till performe, and beſides, adminiſter vnto 
_ themextraordinary ſuccours of mony. And 
the French Militia which haue gone to theſe 
watrres, forthe molt part did conlilt of Ca- 
cholickes , and their greate(t Officers were Ca- 
tholickes likewiſe : Of which, Monſieur de Ro- 
claur , and ſo many other Captaines of warre 
make ſufficient proofe, who came from the 
Un Low 
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Low Countries, to the pay of the moſt re- 
nowned \Republicke of Venice. And in all 
that time there came ſouldiers from all ths 
Countries of Catholicks,and from Jtaly it ſelfe, 
. to thoſe warres indifterently to whar (ide 
=_ pleaſed, and yet the Ecclefiaſticke neuer 
ha 


the boldneſſe to oppoſe, Whence we 


may drawe the common meaning of the 


whole Church, and of all Chriſtendome,which 
conuinceth this noueltie of iniuſtice, of vſur- 


pation, and of deſire to fauour one fation_ 


againſt another , vnder the ſhew of Religion; 


a matter ſcandalous, of pernicious example, 


iy 


. andiudged to be tyrannicall. And the Rea- 
ſon of State beeing as it 15,10 ſacred, and law- 
full, and ſupreame in humane aGtions, yea, 
in nature divine, and becing recommended 
to the Soweraigne onely , who fitteth inthe 
.- ſeateof Maieſtie, me thinkes the EcclefiaSticke 
ſhould totally abandon that yaine and ridi- 


culus pretenfion, That the ſaftie and defence - 


of Nations,ought ro be regulated by the de- 


crees of the Caxnon Law ; whichis as much 


below this ſupreame reaſon, as the humane 


_ the naturall : and let him confiderthatGod 
il | — | hath 


. - 15 inferiour tothe divine, and the Poſitiue to. 
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hath together with the Mateſtie, given vnto | 
the Soueraignealone, the authority to make 
peace, warregleagues, and allyances, as hec 


ſhall conceive 1t neceſſary and conuenient : 


neither can any but hee know the circum- 


ſtances of opportunities and needes, as no- 


thing can gouerne and atuatethe body but 
that Soule which God and Nature hath gi- | 


Uuen If. = 
And that the in1quitie of thisattempt may 
the more manifeſtly appeare, letting mo- 


derne matters alone, weare to know, that 


Sextus Quintus being cleerely ſatisfied of the 
ends of the Spaniards, That they afpired to 
| oppreſle all Porentates, vnder colour of ma- 

| king themſelues Protettors of the Catholicke 
Religion againſt Heretickes ; did with great et- 
ficacie ſtirre vp: theCrowne of France to de- 
fend the States of Holland: and the ſame ap- 
 prehenfions had Clement the eight, and Paul 
_ the fift, although 1t were late erethey came 


vato it . And that the talſity of. this new= 


ſtamptDoarine may the miore perſpicuoul- 
ly bee diſcouered , which by theſe indirect 
wayes, ſtriueth to introduce a preſcription, 
That it-is not }awful for Catholike ſouldiers to 
Tin G 11} 
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fight for Proteitants , that ſo they may by ob- 
l:que infinuation arriue vnto their defigne, 


- to make it volawfull for Catholicke Princes to 


' . make leagues, or ſend fuccours vnto them, 
exclnding vnder the cloake of Religion, all 
fundamentals of good Gouctnement , of 
ones owne defence , and of the nece{{me of | 
mens peculiar preſeruation ; a deduction 
hereof may be drawne through all times, of 
which any memory in ſacred or profane Hi- 
ſtories doth remaine : ButI will alleage ſowe 
few inſtances of the choicelt and moſt re- 
markable places. Rane 
Thefarſt example(and it will bethe more 
ſingular becaule 1t 1s ſer dowve 18 Diuine 
Writ) is that of the great Patriarch, who by 
Saint Paul 1s ftiled the Father of the Faithful, 
whoſe actions none dare bee lo hardy as to 
blame, or to eſtceme them ſuch asare not 
 propounded for examples to bee imitated, 
Of Abrabawthen,the holy Scripture doth de- 
clare , That when his brother Lot had beene 
made priſoner by certain A irian Kings, who 
had waged warre againſt him, Abraham not 
hawng force ſufficient of himſelfe , made a 
league with Aſcoland Amor, 7dolatrons Prin- 


ces, 


© of Warre. 
ces,ferled the articles of Confederation with 
them , and having ioyned his forces with 
theirs, he began'the war, recouered his bro- 
ther, and got thevictory. Behold a league 
made by an holy Patriarke, with Princes, not 
onely of a diuerſe Religion , but alſo Infidels 
and [dolaters. Next followes another ex- 


ample, of a King after Gods owneheart,and a 


Prophet , that according tothe fleſh was one 
of Chriſts anceſtors, Dauid, 1n the perſecutions 
which King Saul raiſed vp agamſt him, fled 


with all his Company, conſiſting of lix hun- 


dred ſouldiers, ouer whom hee was chiefe, 


and put himſelfeinto the pay of King Achrs, 


made a league with him, received from him 
places to dwell in, and it is certaine that 


| hee vndertooke to ſerue him in the warre | 
againſt the Faithfull themſeſues. Forthere | 


being warre proclaimed betweene King 


 Achis an 1dolater , and Sau] that was King of 


Gods owne people, Dauid would taine haue 
beene at thoſe warres, but the King would 
not permit him, becaufe hee and his had his 
fideline in ſuſpition , and feared leaſt when 
they ſhould ioyne battel], he might turne his 
banner and reyolr, And hereupon Dauid 


tooke. 
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trooke it heauily that hee was notadmitted 
to this warre, as one that held himſelfe 
wronged 1n honour to be had indiffidence. 
So that 1t 1s fure that hee was prepared to 
haue foughtin fauour of Infidels againſt the 
worſhippers of the truc God and profeſſors. 
of true Relivion . And who ſoſhall conſider 
the perſon of Dauid, ſo mightica King , fo 
great a Prophet, ſo holy a Saint, bee will bee 
ealily conuinced.in this point, that 1t hath bin 
and .is lawtull for other Princes to doe that, of 
which.in the Satred Scripture there is found 
ſo 1lluſtrous an example , Thata Captaine 
with all his Companies of Bclecuers did 
ſerue an Jeolatroms King inthe warre againſt 
_ thoſeof his owne Faith, that.is, thoſe of the 
falſe againſt thoſe of the true Religion. Its 
IiKewiſe cleere, that the ſame Dauid, after he _ 
attained to the Crowne, entred.into league | 
and eſtabliſhed a Confederation with Naas 
King of the Awmonites,and with Hiram King 
__ of Thre: neither can it becallcaged, that this 
 Wasdone in time of extreame neceſlity , be- 
cauſe thoſe leagues with the forelayd Infi- 
dels and Tdolatrous Princes,were ſtipulated af< 
ter that Daxid did peaceably emioy the re&A 
ome 


of Warre. 


dome of Iſraell. And Salomon his ſonne afhd 
ſucceſlor in the Kingdom, ioynedin league 
withthe King of Egyp?, with whom alſo he ' 
made allyarice and married his daughter. 
And Af]a King of Zeruſalem ( of whom the 
Scripture beareth witneſſe , That he had his 
heart vpright towards God like Dauid)cal- 
ledin to his ſuccour Benadas the King of Da-= 
 maſco, againlt Baaſha King of 1ſraell ; which 
was to confederate himſelte with an vnbe- 
Iceuing King,againſt one that was of the ſame 
Religion with him. = 
In the times which were neerer tothe birth 
| of our Redeemer , wee hauethe example of 
the Maccabees, who madea defenſiuelcague 
with the Romanes, and the very Conuentions 
betweene them are clcerely to bee ſecne in 
Holy writ, that whenſoeuer warreſhould be 
wade againlt either of them, they ſhould 
interchangeably ſend ſuccours oneto ano- 
ther, of victuals, munition, ſhips, money, 
and ſouldiers, according to their power,and 
as the condition of the times would permit 
them, Andthe ſame Maccabees madea con> , 
federacie alſo with the Spartan Republicke, 
who then ſwayed all Morea, often renewing, 
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and from time to time reconfirming the 
fame. By which examples of holy Scriprure 
 itreſteth firme , That belecuing Princes may 


.  confederate themiclues, iue and receiue 


ayde, if their proper preſeruation ſhall re- 
uire it, from Princes that are [nfidels. And 


_ the exawple will ſerue this prefent Caſe of 


ours, as drawne from the greater vnto the 

| lefle, For albeit the States of Holland bee 
. not ynited ynderthe obedience of the Church 
of Rome, yetare they Chriſtians, and not 1do- 
laters or Infidels. And the Maxime which the 
flatterers of the Court of Rome doe endeauor 
| to ſow and propagate , That Heretickes be 
= worle than Idolaters;is finely accommodated 
tothetemporall and worldly intereſts of the 

_ Ecclefiaſtickes, but no way|contormable to 
the ſacred Scriptures, nor tothe Doctrine of 
the antient holy Fathers. |And my Soule 
trembleth within mee, to thinke that hee. 


13 ſhould bee held more rollbrable and lefle 


abhominable , That calleth Chriſta ſeducer 
and a falſe Propher, than he that inuocates 

himas God,and is baptiſed in his holy name, 
and receiues his Sacraments, and confeſſeth 


that) Kistheonely Name vnder Heauen, by 
| which 


I 
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which mankindemaybe faued. And if in 


ſome antient Writers any paſlage ſhall bee 


found , that may ſceme to fauour thoſe oP1- 
nions, 1t was becauſe ſuch Heretickes deried 
the Diuinitie of Chr:/t, and thereby laboured 
to ouerthrow the very foundarion of Chri- 
ſtianitie, by reaſon whereof, they were rather 
a Sett of Infidels than Heretickes : But it can- | 
not be ynderſ{tood of theſe who confeſſe him 
to bee God,and. by this confeilion acknow- 
ledge the ground of our ſaluation ; yet to 
take away this cauill too, ſee here examples 
(in the particular)of Herezickes and Infidels 
toperher.} |: 

Vnder the Rowane Empire,in the time that 
the Princes profeſicd the Chriſtian and Catho- 


 licke Romane Faith, Hiſtories both Ecclefiaſti- 


call and others, do ſwell with examples of the 
greateſt and deuouteſt Emperours, that haue 
made |cagues and held amitie with 7nfidell 
Princes and Hereticall allo. 0 

 Itis moſt certaine that Conſtantine, who ſo 
well deterued of the Catholicke Church, did 
for the defence of the Empireqmake Conuecn- 
tions with Tarrtars and Vandals, who were 
Idolaters (with Heretickes hee could not , be- 
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cauſe; as then'they had no territory ) and be- 
ſtowed places on them to dwell in, amongſt 
the Prouincesof the Romane Empire . Andin 
thoſe times it is well knowne how aboun- 
dantly the Church flouriſhed with holy men, 
ealdls of the pureneſle of Religion : a yer 
 youſhall not findethat any of _ dideuer 
reprehend, or teach that it was nut lawfull to 
 makeſuch confederacies : the'which doth 
inuincibly argue the approbation of all the 
holy Catholicke Church . Afterwards Valenti. 
nian was created Emperor, who was not only 
a Catholicke , but alſo an excecding facourer 
of the Churchand of the Biſhops and Prelates 
ofthe ſame. Atthe ſame time was his brother 
 ValensEmperorin the EaStern parts,who was 
an Arian hereticke,and perſecuted Catholicks, 
yet was there euer ynion, confidence,8 con- 
federacie berweene thele two brethren, (the 
one an Hereticke and the other a Catholike)for 
ths common defence.,and offence of the ene 
. miesof the Empire. 4 | 
The Emperours Theodoſi u5,4 ding, Hono- 

 rius,and Valentinian, made many Conventi- 
ons with Gothes. Lukes, Gepides, Vandals, and 
 French,part of which were Infigels, and part 
. Heretickes, 


of Warre. 
Herefickes, and yet there was none fo hardy 
to reprehend thoſe leagues asa thing ynlav”- 
full, although there then lived thoſe great 
Fathers and zealous Doftors, the Luminaries 
of the Holy Church : who , out of their zeale 


to truth, teared not to reprooue cuen Empe- 
rours to their faces, and to tell Empreſſes of 


their faults and defets, There lived in 
thoſe dayes Ambroſe , Terome , Auſtine , Chry- 
ſoRtome, Leo, and other moſtrenowned Bi- 
[hops of Rome, Patriarckes,Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 
and Chiefetaines of the holy Church, whoſe 
workes and writings remaine with vs, and 1t 


can neuer bee found that they reprehended 


theſe Confederations: And therefore of ne- 
ce{litie wee muſt confeſle, thattheir filence 
in this Caſe, when the other errours of the 
Emperors were exagitated by them with infi- 
nite zeale,doth demonſtrate hereinthe con= 
ſent of the whole Catholicke Church. 

After the death of the aboue named Em- 
perours, the Kingdume of the Gorhes began 
totake roote In jtaly, and continued a long 
' time ; Theſe wers Chriſtians, bur Arians, 
who were the moſt pernicious >e& of Here- 
zickes that ever intetted the Church, tor they 
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| fought againſt the very perſon of Chriſt, 
. whoſe Diuvmitiethey Jented| and ſhooke the 
| Article on which as on a ground-worke, 
 Chbriſtian Religions built, andthat is the Ar- 
cicle of the Bleſſed Trinitis : notwithſtan- 
ding which , the Bwperours of Conſtantinople 
wha were Catholickes, were forthe moſt part 
1n peace and league with them ; and the | 
. Popes themſe]ues were their ſubie&s, and 
yeelded them obedience. Yea, one of the 
Popes was ſent in Embaſſage by them , about 
_ aftaires of State, and yerhe made no refuſall : 


of ſuch imployment; and it cannot be pro - 


'  ued thatanyV/riters, .or Holy men of thoſe 


_ _ times, didblame thoſe Cathbolicke Princes for 
_ that they held friendſhip with kings thatwere 
hereticall and infe&ted with ſuch monſtrous. 
| fallhoods. Thislabour would be endleſle, 
co particulariſe in all the examples which 
might bealleaged in thizargument, 
Aﬀeer that the power of a Temporal 
Prince was 1n the perſons of the Popes of 
Rome 10 ned in Zraly to the Pontifical Din 
- tie, in which time they haue framed ſomany 
' Lawes, as in the Decyetals in the (ixt, and in_ 


the Clementines and Extrauag ants are com» 
_ prehencled, 
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| prehended, that there is not a matter of Srare 
in which by exterifion of their authoritie, 

they have not opinated anddecreed: yet doe 


wee-not want examples of the like Confe- 


derations, as may eaſiely bee feene 1n the 
Hiſtories ot thoſe times. - George Podibras 
was an Huſiite Hereticke, and ſo held by the 
Church of Rome,and for that cauſe he was pur« 


ſued by Pins the ſccond, with Cenſures. ' This , 


example is obſeruable, becauſe it will fo flat- 
| Iy ſhew that there were treaties and leagues 
then handled, notwithſtanding: che matter 
of Religion. Now in the yeare 1463 , the 
 Emperour Fredericke the third being inveſted 
withadangerous ſiege in yiewna;called him to 
his ſuccour, and made conventions with 
him of mutuall a{liſtance ; and thefe were 
| approoued by the Pope himſelfe , who here- 
| upon left to profecure him with Cenſures. 


And 7ulins the ſecond, in the yeare 1510, ſee- 


_ ing himſelfe indanger at Bologna, by the vici- 
nitie of the French armie, receiued into the 
_ cirie to his ayde Chiappmo Viteilio,with fixe 
| hundred light horſe, 8 a ſquadron of Turks, 
| whom hee much entruſted with his perſon. 
And in the yeare 1558, Paul the fourrh did 
4 hire 
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hireand pay many Proteſtant Griſons , who. 


© euenin Romeit ſelfe performed diverſe acti- 
ons contrary to the Catholicke Religion; and all 
was told the Pope, who auouched openly, 
that they were Angels of God ſent tor his de- 
fence, and that-to preſerue a mans ſc:fe it was 
| lawfullto vſethe feruice of all forts of per- 


ſons. And hee gaue anauthenticke docu- 


ment hereof, when (the third of September 
in the yeare 1557 ) hee ſpake theſe expreſle 
_ wordsto ſome that quipped him for chis, It 

Would haue beene lawfull and laudable too , to 
call is Turkes , Moores, and 7ewes, for our 
defence . And itis a matter without doubt, 
| thathee did indeede actually treate with the 
Twrke, To this day, the Houſe of Auſtriahath 


amitieand league with the Prozeſtant Frinces 


of Saxony,and others, and giues , and takes 


ayde fromthem. 'And for'the Crowne of 


France the matter is ſo notorious, as that I 


ſhall not necde to eplarge my 1ſelfe ypon 


= this ſubic& , and beſides, ithath beene for- 


 merly touched. It then it bee lawfull by 
Stories out of the Sacred Scripture for Catho« 
licke Princes to defend and ſuccour the yery 
Fsfidels themſelues , much more thoſe that 


arc 


. 
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_ areChriſiians, although not obedient to the 


Popes of Rome, and when they doe really 
_ aydethem with money,men,and munition ; 


 yetdoth not this derogatea iotte fromtheir = 


deuotion , or profeſſion of the Catholicke 
Romane Religion. Why may it not likewiſe 
bee lawfull for-priuate men, to defend and 


ayde that ſort of people with their perſons, 


and yet bee not onely no finne, butalſoa 
worke pious and praiſe-worthy , Butif thoſe 


ſouldiers bee the naturall ſubie&ts of a Catho- 
licke Prince , confederated with them, and | 


that for common defence and interreſt of 
g20d Gouernement, hee yeelds afliſtance 
- vnto thoſe Proteſtant Princes, and is thereun- 
totyed by couenants of allyance, the mat- 


| ter is ſo much the cleerer 1n regard of the 


Connexion of a Swhieft to his Prince: for 
| Subicfts are bound by the: diuine Law to 


helpe on the intereſts of their Soueraigne, 


neither doc they commit any ſinne by co- 
operating and conforming themſclues vnto 
them. And hereupon the Confeſſor hath 
done great wrong to denie thoſe Gentle- 
- mentheirabſoJution, but much greater iniu- 
rie hath hee in this Caſe done the Prince 

i; him- 
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_ -  himſelfe. Andhe welldeſeruesto bee pu- 
iſhed, becauſe indirely it mult tend to 
the condemnation of leagues already made, 
and of the ſuccours which ſhall hereafter bee 
yeelded ynto them. The whichaQtion, be- 
ſides that of itſclte it is iniurious and yninft, 
in making that to bee a ſinne which 15 none, 
becomes yet the worle , becauſe it is dedu- 
ced and wrought into Confeſſion. And 
ſurely the rule of good policte requires, that 
- ,a temerſtic and petulancie of that exceſſc 
_ * ſhould bee refſented, That a religious per- 
ſons minde ſhould ſerue lim to condemne 
the Determinations of his Prince, which haue 
beene made according to all the rules of 
Wiſedome , and for reaſons of good Go- 
| uernement ; of which a priuate man cannot 
. _ becapable, much lefle becomeaTudge or 
__Cenfurer. 
But if abſolution could not bee denied by 
reaſon of habitation, or becauſe they ſer- 
ued in fauour of the Hollanders , it might 
perhaps bee denyed, by reafon of the in- 
zuſtice of that warre, eſpecially ſecing theſe - 
_. Gentlemen were not the ſubics of the 
Prince that made the warre, and fo were no 
” Ll way 
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way hereunto commanded, but yndertooke 
it voluntarily, and therefore are in the ſtate 
' of ſinne. = 
 Thisis the laſt point, which I will diſpatch 
very bricfely, becauſe all the Do&ors doc 
agreC, 'That the warre whereby the State 
that1s poſleſt is preſerued (and therefore a 
warre defenſive) can hardly entertaine a 
doubt that it is not 1ſt. And among the 
cauſes, which the $kilfull in both the Lawes 
and the Summiſts alſo, alleage to make the 
warre juſt, the neceſlite of Defence doth 
cucrranke it felfe inthe firlt place , So that 
| Without tedious allegations, it will ſuffice 
to concludethis bufineſſe with the words of 
Conuarruvias , That amongft other reaſons 
which are held moſt iuſt whereupon to 
grounda warre, that is aboue them all the 
beſt approoued, and ynto which , all cauſes 
elſe which are alleaged, may bee referred or 
reduced , which is yndertaken for the pre- 
ſeruation of the Common wealth, and defence 
of ones owne Dominion or Countries there= 
unto appertaining : for ſo it tendeth like- 
wiſe to the defence of a mans owne lite and 
goods, This cauſe then of defence doth 
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exceedingly iuſtifie the warre, becaulc it is 


fauoured and authoriſed by the Law of 
Nature , ſo that a private man may aſlift in a | 
defenſiue warre . And thatthe war which 


| the Hollanders make is of this nature, that is 
to lay,a Defenſive, it appeares out of the cui- 
| dence of the fa, becauſe they are thoſe. 


that are inuaded by the'armies of the King 


of Spaine, andeuer ſtand on their guard, and 


vpon the Defenfiue. And ir 15ſo farre from 
queſtion , thata Defenſive warre 1s euer 1uſt, 


- except there bee ſuch circumſtances to ren- 


os it vniaſt, as can hardly linke into a mans 
magination , that it is an 'vadeniable do- 
arine amonegſtthe Lawyers , That although 
the partic aſſailed haue deſerued by his own 
fault or offence , to haue warre made ypon 


him, yet for all that, itſhall bee lawfull for 


himto defend himſelfe. And if in his own 


defence hee mult take armes and fall to 
blowes , yet ſhall it bee iuft in him foto doe, 
not onely by the Law of Nature, which tca- 
cheh manto repell force with force , but al- 


1o becauſe the omiſlion of a mansneceſlary 
defence, cauſeth him to commit his owne 


life, Rate, and honour to the diſcretion of 


others, 


_ of Warre. 
others, and many times of ſouldiers , of 
whoſe exceſles and vſuall deportments a= 
oain{t mens lives, honours, Res oods , be- 
ing no lefle licencious in ſacred than in pro- 
fane matters, examples are too too frequent 
and notorious, Moreouer, thoughthe war 
fhould be mooued for lawfull pretenſions, 
& Reſlitutions,yet would the defence be tult : 
For the Ciuilian fayth, That the Aſſailanc 
would not bee content with ſuch Reſtitution 
aS wereiuſt , neither could hee containe the 
 furie of his ſouldiers, that they ſhould not 
paſle the meaſure of wuſtice. And the fay- 
wg of Liuy is receiuedasan Oracle, That to 
him the warre is euer uſt} onto whome it is 
neceſſarie ; and it ts-pious and religious for 
them to take Armes who haue no hope but in 
Armes, the which euer falleth out in Defenfue 
watres. * 
And if any ſhould from hence make de- 
dution, that then the war might be 1uſt on 
both ſides , which 1s denied by the writers 
of Caſes of Conſcience ; I lay, firlt, that this 
ought not to ſeeme ſo great aninconueni- 
ence, becauſe they themſclues, and the beſt 
grounded Diuines and Lawyers doc teach, 
F L 11) 77: TAE 
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That inſome Caſes the warre may be 1ult on 
both parts: On the one, out off Truth; on 
the other, 7 uris preſumptione . For warre 
berweene thoſe thac know no Superiour 1s 
 likea ſuitin Law : and as itis impollible chat 
both the litiganc parties ſhould! haue reaſon 
on their fide, and yet both of them may 
- hauea 1uſt cauſe to ſue, becauſe it appeareth 

- not on which ſide reaſon {tandeth, vnrill the 
Indge by his ſentence ſhall decide it: And 
yet in this Caſe no man will ever make 
doubt, that the Defendant ought not to re- 
paireto the Court whereunto hee is drawne, 
but all the doubt will reſt onthe Plaintifes 
ſide: Soina war betweene Soueraigne Prin- 
ces, aSinafſuit, although borh/parties cannot 
hane cquall iuftice in the Canſe, yet may they 
both hauc iuſt occaſion to commence it , for 
it may bee doubttull on which ſide the rea- 
_. ſonreſteth, butitwill bee clcerethar the 4/- 
ſailed makes a iuſt warre , and the queſtion 
cannot fall but on the Aggreſſor . And to 
- ſpeaketruth, it is a fancy which mens braines = 
1 frame vnto themſelues, but reaſon doth 
no way comply with it, That any man ſhould 
| take on him to iudge of the warres _ 
| ie tne 
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the Spaniards make, as heretofore ſome have 

done of the Schiſmes in the Church of Rome, 
That there hauing beene a matter of fiftie 
ſeuerall Schiſmes, yetthey which had wwſtice 
and right on their fide did cuer remaine the 


Conquerors : whereupon of fiue examples 
whereof weeread, Yohn the tenth , Leo the 


ninth, Pins the ſecond, Gregory the fixt , and 


Tulius the ſecond, trom the firit of thele to 
the laſt, the three intermediate Popes were 
ouerthrowne, and two of choſe were taken 
priſoners, one of them (Leo rhe ninth) being 
a Cannoniſed Saint. _ 

The Kings of Spainein our memoryhaue 
in a- manner made warre againſt all the 
Princes of the world, direRly orindireRtly. 
In the Indies and New world, they haue ſeiſed 
on an infinitie of Countries,made a world of | 
free-borne people ſlaves, and become the 
Lords and Maſters of the liues and goods of 
choſe that were the antient proprietaries of , 
_ them. They haue attempted Evgland,8: faine 
ypon Ireland in a very open and notorious 


manner : They haue vndermined Fraxce by 


with Leagues which were chriftned Holy, 
and with rebellions of the ſubiets that | 
; ks belonged 


__ firmet! 
raged them by the debauchment of their 
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belonged to that Crowne. They haue made 
warre with the Princes of Germanie and ta- 
ken vp names 1n truſt to iuſtifie the ſame. 
The moſt famous Republicke of Venice , the 
Duke of Sauoy, and the Church, with the Pope 
himſelfe , may witneſſe what his 01 jay 


hath doneto [tal where they ſacked Rome, 


and made the Pope priſoner ., And they 
ſpeake 1t openly and aloude, That agreat 


 Empirecannot ſubfiſt without warre . Is it poſ-. 
{ible that 1uſtice ſhould euer ſtand on their 


fide,exceptit beafter the profe{lion of Gen- 


tiles, That God fauoured himthat had moſt 


power ? andis it ſufficient to cleere the juſt- 
neſle of the warre, although they ſhould at- 


temptthe yery Heauen 1t ſelfe, becauſe for- 


ſooth they begin it? 


| <, Butthedifterenceis too large, to ſpeake 


of a matteriin Thefi, and to diſcourſe of the 


famein Hyporhefs, Let vsdraw necrer to the 
particular Caſe, and let vs giueit forgranted, 
though not for true, That the King of Spaine 


hath reaſon, be it what it will bee, ro make 
watTrc _— the States, although they af- 
e contrarie ; and that he firſt out- 


| Coun. 


Councellors and ſubie&s , by ſeminating as 
 moneſt them {editions 4n Srare, and diuidi- 
ons in Religion, of which the Jeſuites and 0- 
ther Religions perions haue becne made the 
| Miniſters and znciters, by breach of publike 
Faith in Truces which hee was ſworne to 
keepe,& by planting a pleaſant credulitiein 
them , till as it were by af 
might vniuſtly and ſuddenly take armes a- 

ainſtchem. But as I fayd, Let the truth 
Lewd appeare as it may ; I would inthe 


meanetime but aske the good Conſcience of 
this Confeſſor , or of others that dire and | 


bend him, Whiles the Spaxiard reſolues eo 
aſlaulr that Common-wealth, makes his p! 
rations, and his armies are ina motion, 15 i 
ſhould the States doe? are they idle and at 
leafure to waite on the diſcretion of their 
Enemies, and pray them not to-paſle the 
bounds of 1uft Reſticution? If this bee the 
Caſe, andthar his pretence be to make him 
ſelfe Maſter of thoſe Proumces by Armes, 
who can then reſt ſecure of their lives, and 
of their wives honors, when they ſhall ſuffer 
him to ſeiſe on the Country without taking vp 


weapons to refit him? Theleareprettietales 


£0 
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'to tell bythe fires ſide for recreation, not 
perſuaſions to be ———_— to the Maieſtic 
of Princes. 

If it ſhould fall into deliberation and 
Counſell, Whether ic were fit to make 
warre, orno?an examinetion of the iuſtice 
.. or iniuſtice of the quarrell might then be 

© admitted : 'But my Reverend Confe eſſor takes 
- on him, like a Prince engaged in warre 
many yeares ſince, What doth hethinke ?. 
That hee is brought hither to bee the Zudee 
and V mpire, whether the warre on the Stares 
_ ſide bee right or wrong ; and that there- 
_uponheei is, Ex Tripode, ro pronounce his 
ſentence? Toſfay troth, men of.vnderſtan- 
 dingdoſtrangely wonder, and Princes haue 
a iuſt ſubie& to bee highly diſpleaſed, and 
deepely to reſlent the timeritie and petulan- 
cie of ſome PrieSts and Confeſſors, who pal- 
ſing the confines of their Office in Confeſt- 
- . ons, prouoke Sourraignetie, and make them- 
ſelues Judges and Cenſurers of the ations of 
Princes, A Prince can no ſooner procurea }. 
Contribution , or lay onan Impoſition, but 
they will ſtraightf fit vpon itas Zudges, whe- 
therthe Fanta feaſt or vniuſt, The ſame 
|  Maſteries 


.. of Warre. £6 
Maſteries they would play in Confederacies 


of peace & war: and yetall this were in ſome 
ſort tollerable,ifthey didit in relation meer 


ly-to themſclues, but the importance of itlyes 


in this, That they taint the fidelitie of ſub- 
ies in Confeſſion , they put the Prince into 
ſcuruic apprehenfions, they perturbe the 
Conſciences of publicke Miniſters, and they 
do inſenſibiy worke ſuch miſchief,as the ve- 
Ty Enemies of the Srate cannot defire more. 
 Miſerableisthe condition of the Reaſon of 

State, That beeing a Reaſon diuine, natu- 
rall, free, and independant, it ſhould yet 
be fettered with the Cenſuresof thoſe, who 
are no way capable to diſcerne of it; and 
that the Reaſon of Warre being hkewile held, 
as indeed it 1s, a Soueraigne reaſon , mult be 
inthralled, I will not faytathe judgement, 
but tothe capriciouſneſle of one that cannot 
by any meanes attaine to know the true 
grounds that are togouerne it. ' The grea= 
teſt Srateſmen.haue much doubted, whether 


it were poſſible to giue iudgement touching 


the iuſtneſſe of a. warre : F or whoſacuer 
will determine. the iuſtneſle of jt, muſt of 
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fame with cercaine Lawes, by which the 
| tuſticeof warre isto be regulated : bur ſoit 


would leaueto be a ſupreame and —_— 
Reaſon. 
Buttolet alone thoſe diſputes, one thing is 


| ſo certainethat no man can denie it, That 


a common or publicke good, is fuperiorto 
any good that is private,and this ought to be 
ruled by that ; and that toattemwpt the vſe of 


the comrarieytsthe ruineof the $. ate, and the 
peruerfion. of all Lawes both Divine and 


Humane; 
The care of the Common ood, God hath 


together with Soxeragnetic., committed vnto 
the Prince: for it is his office aloneto pre- 


ſcribe the meanes of conferuing and main- 


taining this Good, whetherit bec by impoſt + 
_ tions, or by warre, or by leagues, or by any 
_ other courfe whatfveuer, And hee thatin 
thispoint ſhall intermedle or make himſclfe 
| a Iudeeand Cenfurer , whether he be Confe 
_ ſor, or other, hee offen ds againſt Soweraigntie, 


and worketh againſt that reſpeR and reuc- 
rence which is by Narzre inſtilled, and in the 
Sacred Scriptures by God himfclte comman- 
ded; and: which 6s one ought to carry 

toward 


toward the Prince , who is Gods Vicegerent 
and Lieutenant in the Gouernement of the 
State. Andtherefore Godly men, and con- 
 {cionable Prieſts haue the deliberations of 
Princes in veneration,8: doe not make them- 
{clues Judges of them. As forthe miſerable 


ſubrerfuge of ſuch as excuſe themſelues, That 


they doe not become Judges in theſe Caſes 
of Princes, but that the warre may bee yniuſt 


out of the notorioulneſle of the fa, it is 
not applyable to our preſent purpoſe ; be. 


cauſe firft it may bee replied , Quo ture, 15 it 
notorious? by the Cannon or Ciule Law ? But 
theſe are interiour and not ſuperior to the 
Reaſan of warre. Againe, is 1tnotorious 
by reaſon of the Publicke Good, or of the 
Priuate ? If by this, why this mult be fubie& 
and gjue way vnto the Publicke? It by the 
Publicke , the care of that appertaines to the 


Prince, And laſtly, theſe cuaſions take no: | 
place in warre that is yndertaken for neceſ- 


fary defence, 


It after all this ic ſhould bee ſayd, That | 


Lawyers, beſides the 1uſtice of the Cauſe tn- 
warre, doe looke after , and that in the 
firſt place ,' the iuſtice and righr of the 
|. 1 Dowt- 


Mes" 


The Free-Schoole 
Dominion , Bellum iuftum , Tuſtitia Imperij , it 
would bee an intollerable 1impudence in a 
_ * Prieſt, without any regard had of thar 
which paſled 1n the Truce, wherein the 
States were by the King of Spaine himſelte ac- 
knowledged for Soucraigne , Independant, 

and Lawtull, that heeſhould paſleo farre, 
_ aStoarrogare to himſelfe the examination of 
Dominions, and the titles of them,and there- 
\ byto ordaine himſelfe Judge of Temporal! 
States and Seigniories., Whereas the Holy 
Writ commands , That we ſhould looke in- 
co theſe matters no further, than to hold 
thoſe Princes that ratgne, to bee appointed 
| byGodhimſelfe. And ſcarſely 1s1t permit- 
teed to Soueraigne Princes toenter into the 
titles of Dominion which the States, or 0- 
thers haue ; and for priuate perſons, they 
- ought not to make uy iudgement there- 
upon, but by the poſſeſſion, leauing the 
reſt to Almightie God , who transferreth 
Rule and Dominion by thoſe . meanes 
which ſeeme apteit and beſt ynto his 
Diuine Prouidence . Andif it ſhould be 
' + held fit to followthe opinions of others, 

eſpeciall of theparties interefſed, indecree- 


Ing 


le”, War arre. 


Ing, WhoRules withiuſt andyniaſt titles; 
the world would be reduced'to yery few. 
Princes , and by this time there woulcl haue 

 beene one Spirituall Pope,andone Tem- 
porall King,or elle one lole Spi- 
rituall and Temporall 
Monarke. 
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